have come with a front gearbox, 1ndepend\elmmar sns s;bh

coil springs, outboard rear brakes bigger front.‘Hrékesy pro r@nld :

quality and a better sitting pos1t10n Mea.nwhl.le theﬂlwd La.n01a Delta HF 37
integrale would have sent much more torq'ue"tb the re}ar' wheels, Had‘ a stlffer rear 0N
end, a larger 1ntercooler blgger brakes and a stlffer hodyshell : : ly

There have been occasions when Itallan de51gners have d1$played optumstlc‘ }

tendencies which give flair but lack pract;cairty,,whﬂe the Bnt1sh (when they had a car
industry) sometimes displayed all that healthy doom and gloom and dour pessmusm that
make for a strong, heavy car. That is why the best Brltlsh cars were made in Birmingham and
.Coventry where the workforce matches the qualltles just mentioned. So when you modify an
Italian car, you go in an English direction, ie make it stronger, more ad]ustable and more
reliable. In the case of our modified GTV6 and 1ntegrale the modification direction i is British,
German and Dutch (all the sa.me th.1ng to an Itaha.n) =5

ra_

auto italia

pmmeisters

-




Dr Samuel Johnson B the man who in 1755 invented the ABOVE: Integrale has
dictionary B once said, OAny man who is tired of London is covered 60,000km,
tired of lifeO. Well, Sam, after returning to London from a nearly all on the Oring
cool continental trip to try these hot cars, all | can say is, BELOW: The Lancia has
OIOm a petrolhead, get me out of hereO. Eighty-three million300bhp with 1.2 bar
people live in Germany, which means you only count 615  turbo boost at 3750rpm
for every square mile. This compares with 8000 people per
square mile (and rising fast) in the London area.

Auto ltalia escapees are in that beautiful corner of
Germany near the NYrburgring to pitch a 300bhp Lancia
integrale against a 275bhp Alfa Romeo GTV6. Big numbers,
but how we forget their original power outputs. A 1982
Lancia Delta was launched with 85bhp, while a 1975
Alfetta GT came with a heady 122bhp. Ironic that now that
speeding is the anti-Christ and gridlock is the norm, power
outputs have escalated. The trouble is that the Government
and local authorities really really need your money, so try
not to feel too bad about the forthcoming zero tolerance
fines you will pay.

Our steroidal dynamic duo are part of Ron SimonsO
selection of blitzkrieg battlewagons. Although Dutch-
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registered (like their owner), these two road-racers are
based near the NYrburgring for a reason. Ron runs the 75
Experience D a driving academy that uses a fleet of Alfa
75s for Oring junkies or anyone else who fancies their
chances at the worldOs most challenging and maddest
track. Ringmeister-Ron uses the integrale and the GTV6
to frighten people on the Nordschleife. Some of the people
he frightens are in so-called fast cars and some are his
wide-eyed passengers who have paid for a hot ride. The
GTV6 is real handful, especially in the wet, while the
integrale has an amazing 60,000km on the clock B
virtually all Oring mileage.

| drove the cars on the NYrburgring Nordschleife (13
miles per lap); also on a skidpan at the Grand Prix circuit
and on GermanyOs empty country roads. Despite being a
successful racing driver, Ron drives like a rally bloke. Rally
drivers are halfway between racing drivers and bike racers
b ie half mad. He likes to throw a car at a corner rather than
aim it. For instance, on the approach to a right-hand corner,
he momentarily flicks left before applying right lock. This
introduces a pendulum effect that partially rotates the car
on approach.

Apart from power increases, both cars have handling
upgrades. Production integrales have safe, dull,
understeering handling characteristics that try to wrench
the outside front tyre off the rim B but not this one. Ron has
stiffened and lowered the car and reports that it was
difficult to get it Ojust rightd. Anti-roll bars have remained
standard in order to maintain traction on poor surfaces and
when it gets wet. The brakes are courtesy of Hormann and
are a huge improvement on the original equipment. =

TECHNICAL SPECIFICATIONS

Alfa Romeo GTV6

Lancia integrale

Engine: 3100cc V6 1995cc, 4-cyl turbo
Transmission: 5-speed with Isd, rwd  5-speed, 4wd
Power: 275bhp 300bhp
Torque: 221lb ft 3101Ib ft
Weight: 1200kg 1200kg
Power to weight: 229bhp/tonne 250bhp/tonne
0-60mph (est): 7.4sec 6.7sec

Top speed (est):  145mph 150mph




